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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT REGULATION — REGULATORY PERFORMANCE 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.05 pm]: I would like to inform the house of 
the strong regulatory performance of the Department of Environment Regulation since its commencement on 
1 July 2013. In industry regulation, DER is improving the consistency, quality and effectiveness of its regulation 
of prescribed premises through the implementation of the re-engineering for industry regulation and 
environment, or REFIRE, licensing process. All new works approvals and licences are being issued in the 
REFIRE format. To date, 251 licences, representing almost 28 per cent of all licences, have been issued in the 
new format. In the first two quarters of 2013–14, more than 100 works approval applications and 45 licence 
applications have been determined by the department. Despite these high numbers, the average processing time 
for all applications has remained under 60 days. 

DER coordinates its proactive compliance programs in industry regulation through the annual industry regulation 
compliance program—the 2013–14 program. The program consists of proactive compliance programs targeting 
a wide range of industrial activities: prescribed activities under part V of the Environmental Protection Act 1986, 
controlled waste transportation, specific industry sectors and other regulations administered by the department. 
Under the 2013–14 program, 806 proactive compliance inspections are planned for the 2013–14 financial year. 
As at 20 February 2014, good progress had been made with 456 inspections completed. The Contaminated Sites 
Act 2003 introduced mandatory reporting of known or suspected contaminated sites. By 31 December 2013, the 
department had received almost 3 400 reports of known or suspected contaminated sites. Over the past year, 
DER has achieved 99 per cent compliance in meeting the 45-day time frame for classifying new reports of 
known or suspected contamination. Less than five per cent of 2 700 site classifications have been appealed and 
of these appeals only six have been upheld by the independent Contaminated Sites Committee. 

The department’s native vegetation conservation branch endeavours to meet target time frames of making 
80 per cent of clearing permit decisions within 60 calendar days and the balance within 90 calendar days of 
receipt. At the end of 2013 the number of open applications for clearing permits was 135, with 510 applications 
received and 520 decisions made within the year. Of the permits granted in this period, the average time frame 
was 52 days. These are solid results for the new department and the government is committed to further 
improvements and reform in this area. 
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